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Introduction

The story of Perpetua's martyrdom shows the character of martyrs in the third century.  It also shows people holding to their faith and staying true to God in the direst of circumstances.  This narrative helps to make that story accessible and could be used during a worship service, a retreat, or on its own.  It shows servants who have listened to God and followed God’s will.  It shows how Perpetua and her companions can be an example of how we should live our faith by listening to God and being obedient.

Cast of Characters

Narrator:
The storyteller

Perpetua:
A young woman about 20; one of the catechumens. 

Felicitas:
A young, pregnant woman in her early 20s; one of the catechumens.

Revocatus:
A young man in his early 20s; one of the catechumens.

Saturninus:
A young man in his mid 20s; one of the catechumens.

Secundulus:
A young man in his early 20s; one of the catechumens.

Perpetua’s Father:
A man in his 40s.

Perpetua’s Mother:
A woman in her late 30s.

Perpetua’s Brother: An older boy in his late teens.
Hilarion:
A man in his mid 40s; the presiding governor.

Guards:
Roman soldiers; about 4-8 in number.

Other prisoners:
Various prisoners; about 6-10 in number.

Scene 1

	SETTING:
	A room.  Perpetua, holding her baby, is seated on the ground.  A pitcher of water is on the ground.    Two guards can also be seen.  The narrator is standing or seated in a stool to one side.


NARRATOR
The third century was a difficult time to be a Christian in the Roman Empire.  The emperor, Septimius Severus declared that the Unconquered Sun was the reigning god.  All other gods were allowed to be worshiped as long as everyone realized and acknowledged by sacrifices that the Sun god was supreme.  There was an existing policy in the empire that Christians would be punished if they did not worship the emperor and the gods and Severus added to that policy.  He declared that all conversions to Christianity were to be outlawed.  So, a new persecution arose, directed at new converts and those wishing to convert to Christianity.  A catechumen is someone who is in the process of learning what it means to be a Christian but has not been fully accepted into the church yet.  Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, Secundulus were catechumens near the beginning of the third century.  

PERPETUA

(In prayer)

Lord, hear the words of your faithful servant.  I thank you for the opportunity you have given me to serve you.  Whether or not my friends and I will be freed is entirely up to you.  I only ask that you give me the strength to endure whatever may come.  Remind me that it is in you that my faith lies.  Only you are worthy of my devotion.  If I am to pass from this life, I know it is to be with you.  In that I rejoice and give you thanks.  Let the physical death of this body be a witness to your eternal glory.  I praise you and love you.  Amen.

(Perpetua’s Father enters)
PERPETUA’S FATHER

Daughter of mine, why do you persist in this madness?  Don’t you know that if you do not do what is asked of you, you will be put to death?

PERPETUA

Father, the request of my God far outweighs the requests of these earthly authorities.  I will not deny Him.  I cannot deny Him.

PERPETUA’S FATHER

I beg of you to reconsider what you are saying.  Your mother and I love you so much.  Yet we cannot protect you when you go on like this.

PERPETUA
(Points to pitcher)
Father, do you see here, for example, this vase, or pitcher, or whatever it is?

PERPETUA’S FATHER

I see it.

PERPETUA

Can it be named anything else than what it really is?

PERPETUA’S FATHER

No.

PERPETUA

So I also cannot be called anything else than what I am, a Christian.

PERPETUA’S FATHER

(Encroaching on Perpetua, outraged)  

How can you say things like this!  Did I not bring you up to respect me?!  To respect Rome?!  I cannot believe you call yourself my daughter and yet you follow this cult to your death! 

(Father storms out, muttering)
Scene 2

	SETTING:
	A dark cell.  Perpetua, her baby, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, Secundulus, and other prisoners are crowded together.  Guards occasionally walk by and mock the prisoners.


NARRATOR

Perpetua and her friends were imprisoned.  They were placed in a dark, dirty, cell.  They were barely given enough food to survive.  Even Perpetua’s baby was not given any special treatment.  After some time, Tertius and Pomponius, deacon friends of the catechumens, paid money to have them moved to a better part of the prison.

Scene 3

	SETTING:
	Another cell, somewhat nicer than the previous.  Perpetua, her baby, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus are together.  Perpetua’s mother and brother are outside the cell.


PERPETUA

I know that it is right for a baby to be with his mother, but I fear I can no longer take care of him.  He deserves more than what I can give him while I am here.  Even though I know the burden will be great, I ask you, mother, to take him from me.  Since I cannot be with him, I pray that you will.

PERPETUA’S MOTHER

I can see your heart breaking even as you are making this request.  I will gladly take care of your son in your absence.

(Perpetua’s Mother takes the baby)
PERPETUA’S BROTHER

I feel so saddened by all of this.  To see the troubles you are enduring and will endure is heart wrenching.  I just want you to be free of this cell and come home with us and your son.

PERPETUA

It is not for us to question what God’s will is or why things are done the way they are.  I am glad to be used in any way that God chooses.

PERPETUA’S BROTHER

Dear sister, you already have a reputation that you could ask for a vision indicating whether you will be condemned or freed.

PERPETUA

Yes, dear brother, I will ask God for a vision and share with you what I learn tomorrow.

Scene 4
	SETTING:
	The same cell.  The next day.  Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus are together.  Perpetua’s mother and brother are outside the cell again.


PERPETUA
Brother, I have asked God for a vision and I have been granted my request.  Let me share with you what I saw.  I beheld a ladder of bronze, marvelously great, reaching up to heaven; and it was narrow, so that not more than one might go up at one time. And in the sides of the ladder were planted all manner of things of iron. There were swords there, spears, hooks, and knives; so that if any that went up took not good heed or looked not upward, he would be torn and his flesh cling to the iron. And there was right at the ladder’s foot a serpent lying, marvelously great, which lay in wait for those that would go up, and frightened them that they might not go up. Now Saturninus went up first. And he came to the ladder’s head; and he turned and said, “Perpetua, I await you; but see that serpent bite you not.” And I said. “It shall not hurt me, in the name of Jesus Christ.” And from beneath the ladder, as though it feared me, it softly put forth its head; and as though I trod on the first step I trod on its head. And I went up, and I saw a very great space of garden, and in the midst a man sitting, white-headed, in shepherd’s clothing, tall milking his sheep; and standing around in white were many thousands. And he raised his head and beheld me and said to me, "Welcome, child." And he cried to me, and from the curd he had from the milk he gave me as it were a morsel; and I took it with joined hands and ate it up; and all that stood around said, "Amen." And at the sound of that word I awoke, yet eating I know not what of sweet.

PERPETUA’S BROTHER

So it is clear then.  You and your friends are to give you lives for your beliefs.

PERPETUA

Yes.  All hope for living in this world is gone and the glories of heaven wait.

Scene 5

	SETTING:
	The same cell.  A few days later.  Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus are together.  Perpetua’s father is outside the cell.


NARRATOR

It is now a few days later.  There have been rumors that the case against the Christians was to be heard.  As it was in those days, the Christians will be given the choice to deny God and offer sacrifice to the Roman idols or stay true to their faith.  If they deny God they will live, if not they will die.

PERPETUA’S FATHER

I have heard that your case is to be heard soon.
PERPETUA

I have heard the same.

PERPETUA’S FATHER

You know that if you offer the proper sacrifice you will be allowed to live.

PERPETUA

Yes, I know.  But I cannot deny God, the one who has rescued me from my sin.

PERPETUA’S FATHER

(Perpetua’s Father takes Perpetua’s hands)

Daughter, have pity on my grey head.  Have pity on your father if I have the honor to be called father by you, if with these hands I have brought you to the prime of your life, and if I have always favored you above your brothers, do not abandon me to the reproach of men.  Consider your brothers; consider you mother and your aunt; consider your son who cannot live without you.

(Perpetua’s Father falls to the ground)

Give up your stubbornness before you destroy us all.  None of us will be able to speak freely if anything happens to you.

PERPETUA

Whatever God want at this tribunal will happen, for remember that our power comes not from ourselves but from God.

(Perpetua’s Father leaves, dejected)

If only he would be able to find joy in our suffering.  If only he realized how happy we are to be fulfilling God’s will.

Scene 6

	SETTING:
	A few days later at the trial.  Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus are standing together.  Hilarion is presiding over the trial.  Guards are also present.


NARRATOR

And so, the trial came.  Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus are to be tried together.  A large number of people turned out to see.  The governor, Hilarion was presiding over the trial.

Hilarion

(To Revocatus)

Are you a Christian?

Revocatus
I am a Christian.

Hilarion
(To Saturninus)

Are you a Christian?

Saturninus
I am a Christian.

Hilarion
(To Secundulus)

Are you a Christian?

Secundulus
I am a Christian.

Hilarion
(To Felicitas)

Are you a Christian?

Felicitas
I am a Christian.

(As Hilarion turns to Perpetua, her Father runs in with her baby)
PERPETUA’S FATHER
Have pity on your son!

Hilarion
Have pity on your father’s grey head; have pity on your infant son; offer sacrifice for the emperor’s welfare.

PERPETUA
I will not.

Hilarion
Are you a Christian?

PERPETUA
I am a Christian.

PERPETUA’S FATHER
No!  Do not persist in this!  Have pity!  Have pity!

Hilarion
Take this man away and beat him.

PERPETUA’S FATHER
(Being taken outside by the guards)

Your son needs you!  Have pity!

Hilarion
Since all of you refuse to submit to common sense and logic, you have brought this sentence upon yourselves.  The penalty for refusing sacrifice is death.  Therefore I have no choice but to follow through with that penalty.  You are all condemned to be given to the beasts in the arena.  Take them away.

(Guards return to lead Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatus, Saturninus, and Secundulus away)

Scene 7

	SETTING:
	Closed curtain.  The narrator tells the end of the story.


NARRATOR
And so the day of the deadly games arrived.  Felicitas had given birth and was to be martyred with the rest.  Saturninus predicted that he would die by a leopard bite.  He was led out first where a boar and bear both refused to attack him, so he was taken back.  The ladies Perpetua and Felicitas were led out next to face a mad cow.  After they were attacked they were taken back.  Next, Saturninus was led back out where he was indeed attacked by a leopard, just as he had predicted.  The last event to take place was when the five Christians were all let out together.  One by one they were killed by the sword.  

God can give us strength, courage, or whatever we need to face any situation.  We may not be called to die for our faith, but rest assured their will be trials.  Some of those trials may be very difficult.  By listening to God and following God’s direction we can face anything with confidence.
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